CHAPTER   VIII
THE MOSSOVIET: ITS ADVANTAGES FOR
TOWX PLANNING
By SIR E- D. SIMOX
THE Mossoviet has an opportunity unrivalled in the history
of the world to reconstruct Moscow on the best town-
planning lines. It has two overwhelming advantages com-
pared with a capitalist democracy. The first advantage is
socialism: the government owns the whole of the land^and
buildings; there are no interests of private owners to oppose
or thwart its decisions. The second advantage is the one-
party system, which makes the Mossoviet notable for its
ability to concentrate the whole energies of the government
in whatever direction its wishes, and its power to secure not
only the acquiescence of the public to its plan, not only
immunity from adverse criticism, but the active, and even
enthusiastic, co-operation of the public.
SOCIALISM
The most important advantage of socialism to a muni-
cipality is undoubtedly the public ownership of the land.
It is hardly necessary to stress the difficulties of planning
the central areas of a city when the land belongs to indi-
viduals. Only in the last few years has the power to plan
built-on areas been given to the city councils in England;
already the impossibility of any drastic reconstruction has
become clear. Two examples will suffice: the first was given
to me by the city architect of Moscow, who said that he had
recently been in Regent Street in London when there had
been a bad traffic block. He had walked three times the
length of the street while a bus got from one end to the other.
Regent Street, as he pointed out, had recently been rebuilt;
"owing to the terrific land values it had inevitably been
rebuilt the same width as before, instead of being made three
times as wide, as it would have been under socialism."
Our second instance is taken froxn  Manchester.   The
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